
ADRRN Executive 
Committee Nominees 

Annual General Meeting (AGM) 2021 



Countries represented for ADRRN Executive Committee 
nomination 2021 (candidates) 

Southern Asia 
 
	

South-Eastern Asia 
 
	

Eastern Asia  
 
	

Afghanistan (2) 
 
 
India (1) 
 
 
 
Pakistan (2) 
 
 
 
Sri Lanka (1) 
 
 
Nepal (1) 
 
 
	

Malaysia (1) 
 
 
Indonesia (1) 
 
 
 
Myanmar (1) 
 
 
 
Philippines (1) 
 
 
 
Cambodia (1) 
 
	

Japan (1) 
 
	

Total nominees: 13 



Sameera Noori 
Deputy Director General, Citizens Organization for Advocacy and Resilience (CoAR) 

Nominee brief 
Sameera Noori has been working in the humanitarian response sectors. Since 
2013 and also as a civil society activist, as a founding member of Asian Local 
Leaders Organization for Humanitarian Aid (ALLOHA) established in 2017. 
Meanwhile working as Deputy for Director General at CoAR (www.coar.org.af) and  
as well as volunteer Partnership Officer for Civil Society Empowerment Network 
(CEN) (www.cen.af) in Afghanistan.  
	
 
Reason for nomination 
Since 2013 as a young humanitarian worker, she has been engaged in number of 
DRR and disaster response projects, environmental awareness and protection 
trainings and events, and participated in number of national, regional and 
international events which further added value to her experience and since then 
has been motivated to create a new platform where there can be an exchange and 
transfer of knowledge and experience regarding the DRR and environmental 
issues especially to other young local intellectuals, as the local communities are 
the first responders to any disasters in the community – this is particularly 
important with the issue of climate change and DRR within the scope of 
humanitarianism. Sameera would like to expand her learning opportunities from 
the ADRRN network at the higher levels and share her experiences from working 
in humanitarianism in her region.  
 

HQ base: Afghanistan 



Suhaila Noori 
Executive Director, Skill Training and Rehabilitation Society (STARS) 

Nominee brief 
Suhaila Noori is the Executive Director of Skill Training and Rehabilitation 
Society (STARS), a local NGO, which works since two decades to empower 
women, facilitates access to education and advocates for a just and fair 
society. Suhaila is a senior executive who worked with NGOs since 2012 and, 
now in addition to managing STARS, she is also member of Board of Trustee 
for Citizens organization for advocacy and resilience, member of Advocacy & 
Steering Committee to ACBAR. Suhaila is trained in humanitarian aid matters, 
emergency crises, women empowerment, education for all, event 
management and capacity building of women in the society. 
 
 
Reason for nomination 
Suhaila’s reason for nomination stems from the need to see or at least have 
an equal gender balance within the ADRRN Executive Committee. She 
believes it would be a great opportunity for her to be part of or a member of 
such a high formal level committee within the Asian region, where she is able 
to share and exchange work experiences and perspectives to better 
contribute to the efficacy of humanitarian and DRR work within the region. 

HQ base: Afghanistan 



Akhteruzzaman Sano 
Executive Director, Save the Earth Cambodia (STEC) 

Nominee brief 
Akhteruzzaman Sano has been appointed as the Executive Director of STEC 
since June 2020 by the BoDs. He has been leading STEC to ADRRN since the 
2010. Mr. Sano is also the current elected chair of the GEF-CSO network. He may 
be a good hand to bridge the ADRRN with the GEF for accessing most recent 
information and climate related global knowledge products for ADRRN members. 
 
Reason for nomination 
Mr. Sano can add value and complement the efforts of DRR CSOs 
of this great constituency by bringing knowledge and experiences from the Global 
Environmental Facilities (GEF), GEF SCO network with around 125 countries’ 
experiences. As Asia is one of the most climate vulnerable regions, practitioners 
within this space need more knowledge and technical support to empower 
communities towards achieving a more disaster-resilient and safer region.  
 

HQ base: Cambodia 



Meghna Chawla 
Head of Communications, SEEDS India 

Nominee brief 
Ms. Meghna has over 18 years of experience in the communications 
profession. She’s run social sector campaigns, developed innovative 
behaviour change communication materials and collaborated on 
training and advocacy components for research uptake. With a blend 
of advertising and social sector experience, Meghna brings vast 
knowledge of a range of communication strategies and the ability to 
deliver to context. Meghna has a Bachelor in Fine Arts from College of 
Art, Delhi, and a Masters in Business Administration.	
 
Reason for nomination 
Ms. Meghna is the right candidate for a position in the ADRRN 
Executive Committee as she brings with her long and rich experience 
of working in the DRR and humanitarian sector. As Head of 
Communications, she has led many successful campaigns at SEEDS. 
She has also been one of the principal co-organisers in ADRRN’s 
Asian Local Leaders Forum for Disaster Resilience (ALL4DR) and 
other campaigns such as “Road to Sendai”. Her expertise in 
communications, understanding of international cultures and strong 
grassroots experience will make her ideal candidate for a position in 
the prestigious ADRRN Executive Committee.  
 
 

HQ base: India 



Anastasia Maylinda Titlestari 
Manager of Information and Communications and DRR and CCA focal point, YAKKUM Emergency 

Unit (YEU)  

Nominee brief 
Ms Anastasia Maylinda Titilestari (Linda) has been working in humanitarian 
interventions since May 2006 with her enrolment in YAKKUM Emergency Unit 
(YEU), and has been managing more than 5 emergencies as well as humanitarian 
projects across Indonesia funded by various donors.  
 
She has engaged in the Climate Change Adaptation (CCA) program since 2012 
with her role in managing coastal resilience project in West Papua, followed by 
her role in implementing and monitoring climate adaptive farming project in 
Yogyakarta province. Both were carried out through community-based approach.  
The experiences of working in different emergencies and CCA settings in the 
country contributed in her appointment to represent the organization, such as in 
UNFCCC Conference of Parties (CoP) since 2017. In her engagement in the 
regional level, she is currently co-chairing the Community of Practice (CoP) on 
DRR and CCA for ACT Alliance Asia-Pacific. 
 
Reason for nomination 
With her 15 years experiences and knowledge on emergency response, disaster 
risk reduction and climate change adaptation, she can contribute in aligning local 
practices with broader context and perspective in strengthening and enhancing 
disaster management, response capacities and resilience building.  
 

HQ base: Indonesia 



Takeshi Komino 
General Secretary, CWS Japan 

Nominee brief 
Takeshi has worked with Community World Service Asia since 2004, and now he 
heads the sister organization (CWS Japan) in the capacity of General Secretary.  
Takeshi has served in ADRRN governance (Exco) for two terms already, and we 
wish to see him lead and contribute to further growth of ADRRN. 
 
Reason for nomination 
Although there is a need for new blood in the governance of ADRRN as a 
constant aspiration, Takeshi has led, together with other Exco and secretariat 
colleagues, conceptualization and implementation of current ADRRN strategy, 
including the thematic hub structures. As we are at the juncture of introducing new 
strategy for ADRRN, it is hoped that he will continue to show his dedication to the 
realisation of the aspiration by ADRRN; that the Asian region becomes the most 
resilient region by 2030.  
 

HQ base: Japan 



Dr. Heng Aik Cheng 
Vice President I, MERCY Malaysia 

Nominee brief 
Dr. Heng Aik Cheng is the longest serving executive committee in MERCY 
Malaysia. He practises as a Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon in Kota 
Kinabalu. He is a member of the Board of Independent Medical 
Examiners and has testified as an expert witness in both the Borneo High 
Court and the Brunei High Court. Apart from his profession as a physician, 
he is extensively involved in non-governmental organisation (NGO) 
activities. He is currently a Vice President 1 and a member of Mercy 
Malaysia's executive committee and has served in Afghanistan, Iraq, 
North Korea, and Sudan. He is also an active participant in civic and 
environmental initiatives, serving as President of The Sabah Society. 
 
 
Reason for nomination 
His vast knowledge, experience and management leadership in the field 
of humanitarian and medical emergency response are valuable for 
ADRRN. 
 

HQ base: Malaysia 



Dr. Khin Maung Win 
Founder, President and CEO, Community Development Association (CDA), Myanmar 

Nominee brief 
Dr. Win has formed Community Development Association (CDA), since 
1997, and achieved many development and humanitarian projects on 
various sectors in Myanmar. Under his Leadership, the Community 
Development Association has received the “Fourth ASEAN Rural 
Development and Poverty Eradication Leadership Awards on 8th November 
2019. He is supervising, overseeing and guiding many projects through CDA 
covering over 1 millions households at all states and regions on WASH, 
Disaster Risk Readiness and Responses, Disability, Health and Livelihoods. 

 

Reason for nomination 
Dr. Win has deep interest in the work of ADRRN and also in coordination and 
development of CSOs and as an ExCo member, will be able to contribute 
more to the activities and program of ADRRN and also contribute to the 
CSOs of Myanmar on behalf of and in the name of ADRRN. At present, 
people in Myanmar are facing severe multi-disasters crisis and need a lot of 
encouragements, supports and guidelines to the CSOs who are voluntarily 
helping the people in various aspects. Since CDA, under my guidance, is 
leading and supporting on various emergency responses, we would like to 
have guidance from ADRRN and other members’ support.  The support and 
guidelines of ADRRN on CSOs would contribute us to be able to endure all 
hardships with our unity, our journey to democracy in Myanmar.  
 

HQ base: Myanmar 



Dr. Amod Mani Dixit 
President, National Society for Earthquake Technology (NSET) 

Nominee brief 
Dr. Dixit has a Doctor of Engineering from Ehime University, Japan. His 47-year long professional service comprised of an 
overlapping two-decade stint with the Government of Nepal, ten years as a Director in a private engineering consultancy, 
and 25 years of fulltime Executive Director of NSET, a civil society organization, which he founded in 1994. At present, he 
is NSET’s President. Alongside this, Dr. Dixit also serves as a visiting faculty (Professor) at the Ehime University, Center 
for Disaster Management Informatics Research since 2018 April. He served in 2019 as a Visiting PIFI Scholar of the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) in  the Institute of Mountain Hazards and Environment (IMHE) at Chengdu, Sichuan 
Province. He currently sits as a Member of the Governing Board of the Institute of Hazard Risk and Resilience (IHRR) of 
the Durham University, and chairs the College management Committee (CMC) of the Universal College of Engineering 
and Science (UESC) affiliated to the Pokhara University of Nepal. He has worked in Nepal and many Asian countries for 
disaster risk reduction and earthquake response. Dr Dixit has received several national and international recognitions 
including Disaster Management Awards of the governments of Nepal and India and has won several awards including the 
Sasakawa Award (Letter of Merit) for NSET.   
 
Reason for nomination 
NSET strongly believes that Dr Dixit needs to continue in the Executive Committee of ADRRN because a) he is devoted 
to the cause of ADRRN, b) he has time to devote to the promotion and fund-raising for ADRRN, c) he can use his 
contacts with universities and research centers for linking ADRRN’s and its member organizations 'efforts to link 
science and technologies to the people and vice versa in which role he has been successful so far for NSET, d) he 
has experience of working professionally in many countries of South and Southeast Asia which gives him a deep 
understanding of the prevailing problems as well as opportunities available for helping people to solicit maximum 
benefits from the current international, regional and national frameworks and commitments towards DRR.  
 
As a member in the EXCO, Dr Dixit can continue contributing to the development and implementation of ADRRN strategy 
for 2021-2030 vis a vis the global frameworks on DRR (SFDRR), SDG, CRM, and so on.  He can also serve as a bridge 
between the knowledge and experiences gained by NSET in the past three decades and also the findings of the ongoing 
programs such as the UK GCRF project SAJAG Nepal led by the Durham University in which ADRRN is a partner and 
there is a need to continue guiding the engagement. The post Covid19 time is strategically extremely important for 
ADRRN to continue the good works, that were somewhat marred by the pandemic, at a higher level of efficiency 
demanded by the ‘New Normal’ of funding opportunity and work implementation and relations.  

HQ base: Nepal 



Muhammad Wakeel Khan 
Executive Board Member, STAR Foundation Pakistan 

Nominee brief 
Muhammad Wakeel is a a renowned and competent philanthropist and DRR 
practitioner, leading his organization in Pakistan from the forefront. He has over 
10 years of experience in heading an organization, managing operations and 
maintaining national and international networks and linkages within the DRR/
humanitarian sector.  
 
Reason for nomination 
As a member organization of ADRRN for the last several years, STAR Foundation 
Pakistan is presenting the name of their President/CEO to serve the network by 
becoming part of its core executive team member. This will also give an 
opportunity to the organisation to highlight their skills, strength of experience for 
the betterment of the network’s promotion as well as an opportunity for learning 
from the other regional members and important stakeholders within the sector.  
	
 

HQ base: Pakistan 



Sarwar Bari 
National Coordinator, Pattan Development Organization 

Nominee brief 
Sarwar heads Pattan Development Organization, which has been contributing to 
further the interest of the marginalized, the deprived and the underrepresented 
communities of Pakistan and brings with him a rich experience of more than 30 
years as political and social worker, researcher, trainer and columnist with “The 
News, Dawn, Express Tribune, and Daily Post. He is one of the constant voice on 
DRR in the country. Through research and op-ed articles, he influences policy 
makers and implementers. Born in Multan in 1953, Bari has been an active social 
and political activist since the late sixties. Always affiliated with progressive 
groups, Bari has been in the forefront of struggle against the oppressive forces. 
His bold but principled actions landed him in trouble during the Zia regime 
(1977-88), which he ardently opposed. He had to live in exile for 10 year after 
being implicated in a politically motivated case framed by the martial law 
authorities. General Musharraf’s regime (1999 -2008) locked him in prison in 2008 
for opposing the imposition of the state of emergency in the country.   
 
Reason for nomination 
Sarwar Bari is promoting Pattan's vision to have a democratic and just society 
where all people enjoy equal economic, political, socio-cultural, and religious 
rights, equitable opportunities and benefits of the development process without 
discrimination. His mission is to mainstream marginalized and isolated 
communities, groups and women into political and economic decision-making 
processes at all levels through mobilization, networking, capacity building and 
advocacy for structural and policy change. Pattan has come a long way - from a 
group of few volunteers helping and organizing communities affected by the 1992 
super floods to a well-organized team of dozens of committed personnel engaged 
in action, research, education and mobilization in 40 districts across the country.  

HQ base: Pakistan 



Mayfourth D. Luneta 
Deputy Executive Director, Center for Disaster Preparedness Foundation (CDP) 

Nominee brief 
Ms. Luneta has been in the work of disaster risk reduction and 
management including climiate change for more than two 
decades already.  She’s a staunch advocate and prime mover 
of community-based disaster risk reduction and management in 
the Philippines.  She serves as a passionate trainer on 
CBDRRM not only in the Philippines but in various Asian 
countries as well.  She is currently serving as a first termer in 
the Executive Committee of ADRRN.     

 

 

Reason for nomination 

CDP believes she can still contribute a lot in the leadership 
body of ADRRN and she can very well utilize her skills in 
advocacy, training and capacity development, partnership 
development, networking and in knowledge sharing and 
innovative solutions.   

She is very much into promoting the localization agenda and 
really helping communities to lead their pathways to 
development.  Given another chance, she can help steer the 
committee forward to its target goals and plans. 
 

HQ base: Philippines 



Hanan Hussain 
President, Muslim Foundation for Culture and Development (MFCD) 

Nominee brief 
Mr. Hanan is currently the President of the Muslim Foundation for Culture and 
Development (MFCD) and has degrees (B.Com (Spcl) and MBS) from the 
University of Colombo and a CFA (CBSL) from MAAT. He also possesses  a 
certificate of completion in Designing a Multidimensional Poverty Index from 
UNDP and a certificate in Creative Diplomacy by the Regional Centre for Strategic 
studies. He has writing contribution in the field of Economics and International 
Affairs and was a delegate to the World Humanitarian Summit.  
 
 
Reason for nomination 
Mr. Hanan has more than 15 years of working experience in the field of 
humanitarian assistance holding different positions, from operational level to 
managerial level and has strong confidence in his managerial and social skills. At 
present he is leading a humanitarian organization, MFCD Sri Lanka, at national 
level which enjoys many partnerships locally and internationally. He has also been 
continuously participating in all ADRRN platforms to voice the concepts and vision 
of the ADRRN. Mr. Hanan believes that becoming an ADRRN ExCo member will 
enhance the actions on the ground. 

HQ base: Sri Lanka 


